For approval  17/05/2018

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council
Meeting held at Aston  Village Hall on 19 April 2018 at 7.30pm

Present:     P Betteley (Chair), A Mainwaring, L Chesterton, D Lovatt,  R Chatburn, E Stanier,  E Sudlow, P Northcott, B Panter

Apologies:    M Kelly
	
Declared Items of Interest  None

Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the meeting held 15th March 2018 approved, proposed  Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr Chesterton.

General Planning Matters

· 11/00599/FUL and 11/00601/FUL - Maerfieldgate Farm – no further information had been received and still no response to the letter sent to NBC Planning and copied to the Chief Executive, on 28th September had been received.  

· Naming of Roads – Issue had been brought to attention of Cllr Paul Northcott as further problems had been experienced in Maer.  A request to replace a sign for Bates Lane was also made.  

Planning Policy Review/Neighbourhood Plan 

	The new draft of the Neighbourhod Plan had now been submitted to NBC and still awaiting comment. A developer has engaged with the community in Whitmore over a parcel of land off Snape Hall Road with plans to build bungalows.

	The Joint Local Plan –  To date there have been 850 respondant to questionnaire plus 50 by major stakeholders.

Planning Applications received since the last meeting

· 18/00205/FUL - Swan Inn Farm Nantwich Rad Blackbrook  - Proposed Steel Framed General Purpose Building.  Councillors had no objections.
  
· 18/00245/FUL - Warehouse extension and change of use of land to form additional parking area - The Old School Stone Road Blackbrook.  Councillors had no objections.
Planning Decisions of Planning Committee
· 18/00037/OHL - Western Power Distribution - Site Off Newcastle Road Blackbrook Electricity Act 1989: The Overhead Lines (Exemption)(England and Wales) Regulations 2009 - Installation of two singles poles with stay supports and one span of overhead conductor.  Councillors had no objections.  NO OBJECTION.  Application approved.

Ongoing Planning Applications

· 17/01024/FUL - Land Off Meadow Way Baldwins Gate Newcastle Under Lyme - Demolition of existing buildings, erection of 97 houses access, parking and amenity space (Revised Proposal).  The Pooling arrangements and the mix of houses on this site have changed from the original application, however the issues raised in our original letter remain.  The environmental issues are of great concern and Clerk to prepare a response detailing concerns. NBC recommended refusal and Maer & Aston Parish Council’s letter of objection listd as valid points and raised in recommendation for refusal.
· 16/01101/FUL – Land off Meadow Way, Baldwins Gate - Demolition of existing buildings, erection of 97 houses access, parking and amenity space APPEAL - deadline for submissions 9th March 2018.
· 18/00020/FUL – Four Houses, Maer – Extension to the existing house providing an open plan kitchen and living area at ground floor with master bedroom suite and guest bedroom over a four car garage.  Renovation of existing house including the replacement windows and roof.  Councillors considered this a large extension however as this property is isolated had no objections.
· 18/00165/FUL – Hill Crest, Minn Bank – Change of se o Agricultural land to proie domestic garden.  Councillors discussed and failed to understand why other similar applications had been successful particularly as these plans wil provide much safer access onto Minn Bank.  No objections had been received from any parishioners.
Matters Arising
· Highways Issues/Winter Gritting  - Following bad weather pot holes reported on all roads and repairs slowly taking place.  Cllr Mainwaring reported that following accidents in the past signs indicating ‘Blackbrook’ have not been replaced. Improvements at the junctions of A51/53 have been asked for as part of HS2.  Speeding problems at ‘the Croft’ are unlikely to be resolved due to financial pressures.  A resident has built a horse stile across the road to the quarry at Willoghbridge Wells which does not conform to standard.  Cllr Mainwaring to investigate for further discussion.  A sign has come down at Camp Hill which needs replacing and a request for pedestrian sign on Woodside was made by Cllr Lovatt.
· Newcastle Rural Locality Action Group –  No meeting had been held.
· Community Events  - Aston Village Hall to hold a Bingo evening 18/05/18, a BBQ and dog walk on 15/07/18 and an evening with a band and a curry on 14/09/18.  Burst pipe at Maer Village Hall has meant events are on hold but repairs are now underway. Clerk had delivered poppy seeds to every household in Maer Village so that these can be sown with summer blooms photographed and used at Remembrance Day Service in November to commemorate 100 years since end of WW1.  It was agreed that item would be posted on website so that residents in the rest of the Parish could contact Clerk should they wish to participate also.
· HS2 – Cllr Northcott reported that an engineer had plans for an even deeper longer tunnel which may be more cost effective.
· County/Borough Councillor’s Report – Good results have been reported in education.  .JSA and Universal Credit claims are lower than the national rate.  Rising costs on looked after children (currently 1092 with 87 unaccompanied asylum seekers) are putting strain on the budget.  Crime and ASB figures are stable. Of 7494 school choice applications 92% got their first choice.  £5m has been allocated for repairing roads.  1st May now Staffordshire Day with events around the County.  Cllr Lovatt suggested that if this is an annual event incorporating a grand litter pick prior to the day would improve the appearance of the County. Cllr Northcott to take forward.  NBC have launched ‘make it count’ initiative which discourages giving to beggers.  Borough now operating in ‘purdah’ until elections and last meeting for Cllr Barry Panter with new Councillor to be elected in May.  Cllr Northcott to continue as County representative.
· Health Service – Clerk has forwarded relevant emails to Cllrs.  
· Broadband – Cllr Chatburn reported that she was still awaiting a quote for any upgrade.
· Defibrillator – Following advice Clerk had identified fully automatic defibrillator and cabinet but was awaiting final information on fixing arrangements and repairs to Village Hall.  Price of £1618.80 inc VAT agreed.

Financial Position of the Parish Council	
· Bank Account Update – As no payments had been cashed during the previous month the bank account remains as previous month. 
Precept A/C £    2140.03
Deposit A/C £  10965.56 (prior to bank transfer of annual precept)
Payments/Donations – The following payment was agreed, proposed Cllrs :Lovatt and seconded by Cllr Chatburn -   Clerk’s pay/expenses of £232.62, B Adams £90.00. It was agreed that the Clerk should transfer £5k to current (precept account)

	
Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	232.62
	------
	111
	232.62

	B Adams
	Precept
	 90.00
	
	
	 90.00



Declared Items of Business/Correspondence.

· May Elections – An uncontested election.  Expenses forms completed.
· Register of Locally Important Buildings – Councillors interested in participating in review of Maer Conservation area and Clerk to email details.
· Data Protection GDPR – Clerk attending meeting on implications and to forward draft policy

Items of Business for Next Meeting
· None
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