DRAFT


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall on 16th July 2015 at 7.30pm

Cllrs Present     M Kelly (Chair),  P Betteley,  P Hulme, E Stanier, A Bardell, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, D Loades, 
Apologies:    E Spires, P Northcott
Declared Items of Interest  -  None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 18th June 2015 approved, proposed by Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr Hulme. Note was made that Cllr Lovatt had raised problem with ‘A’ board on A51 causing problem with visibility.
General Planning Matters.
· 11/00599/FUL and 11/00601/FUL - Maerfieldgate Farm – No further information had been received.  Clerk has requested response to letter sent 22nd December 2014 but no response has been received.  Complaints had been made to NBC. The Environment Agency and DEFRA regarding the environmental damage with rubbish/horse manure being stored on site.  Owner has been prosecuted for environmental damage and planning breaches.
Planning Policy Review/Neighbourhood Plan 
The public meeting held on 29/06/15 at Whitmore Village Hall had been well attended and the presentation had been well received.  The Steering Group are holding monthly meetings on the last Tuesday of each month.  The notification of the area of the Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to NBC and the public consultation is planned to run from 27/07/15-24/08/15 and should be put before full council in September.  
Local Plan legislation is due shortly which will enforce planning action where no plan is in place  Any building needs to be in response to building need and infrastructure needs to be sustainable.
The Clerk had received an email from Cllr Spires questioning the benefit of joining with Whitmore and Chorlton Parishes and that our own Neighbourhood Plan would reflect our demographic area better.  Cllrs discussed but felt that this issue would be dealt with through the Steering Group and consultation with local people through questionnaires etc.  It was felt that we did not have the man-power or expertise to handle a Neighbourhood Plan on our own.  
It was emphasised to Cllrs that it was imperative that a Parish Councillor must attend every Steering Group meeting and should Cllr Lovatt be unable to attend another would need to stand in.  Councillors urged the Steering Group to carry out a scoping exercise as soon as possible.  The Parish Council must ratify any statements in the Neighbourhood Plan and the draft Terms of Reference will be emailed to Cllrs as soon as possible.

Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 15/00534/FUL – Paddock Cottage, 167 Willoughbridge – previous application (15/00272/FUL) had been withdrawn following objections from neighbours and Parish Council.  Councillors considered the new single storey plans and had no objections.
Planning Decisions of Planning Committee
· 15/00304/FUL – Land off Maerway Lane, Minn Bank – planning approved.  Councillors noted.
Ongoing Planning Applications
· 15/00243/OUT – The Gables, Pipegate – A letter had been sent to planning department reflecting comments that the application was contrary to the NPPF and Highways.  
· 15/00424/LBC Aston Cottage, Aston – Replacement door frame.  No objections to the proposal.

Naming Roads/House names/numbers in Maer and surrounding area 



Clerk had prepared a notice which outlined a number of suggestions for the road name in Maer and it was agreed that these would be distributed to residents of the village itself with a closing date of 17th September when the majority decision could be announced at the Parish Council meeting.  A similar notice had been prepared for the lane from A53 through to Blackbrook and A51 however it was decided to contact Loggerheads Parish Council in the first instance as part of the road was in their parish.
Matters Arising

· Highways Issues/Winter Gritting  – The drain on Haddon Lane has eventually been repaired.  Clerk reported that a gritting survey had been sent to the Parish Council and it was agreed to complete.  The ‘A’ board on the A51 opposite Slaters Craft Village was impeding visibility for traffic exiting Woodside.  Clerk to report to SCC.  Cllr Loades confirmed that supplies of grit would continue to be available for the Parish Council.

· Newcastle Rural Locality Action Group –  Meeting had been cancelled and new date to be advised.  In the meantime Cllr Loades advised that the Youth Bus is operating well in the area.
· Community Events  -  A sponsored walk from Maer to Lichfield on 8th September to raise funds for St Peter’s Maer.
· Rural Runabout –  No new information.
· HS2 – No further information
· County Councillor’s Report/Borough Councillor’s Report –  Cllr Loades confirmed that Jeff Green had left Highways Department and Richard Steele would be in contact shortly.  Mobile library service would be withdrawn from locations where less than 4 people visited or where less than 2miles from a library. A move to cut services for mild hearing loss had initially been objected to but was eventually supported with a 6 month review.  Education provision has no local plan and a projection of need is necessary as soon as possible.
· Health Service – Clerk has forwarded relevant emails to Cllrs.  There have been problems with the GP service at Ashley as there is no service on Thursday afternoon or weekends.
· Website – Bonline have forwarded an invoice for payment and upon receipt appointment will be made with Clerk to start design process.  It is hoped that a draft will be available for the next meeting.  Clerk requested photographs of the local area for inclusion.  Request for web address to include .co.uk or .org.  Proposed Cllr Betteley and seconded Cllr Lovatt.
Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update –
Precept A/C £   840.60
Deposit A/C £15,987.35

Clerk had recently transferred £3000 from the deposit to precept accounts.
· Payments – The following payments were agreed, proposed by Cllr Betteley and seconded by Cllr Lovatt.  Clerk’s pay/expenses of £209.01, B Adams £110.00.  P Moss (pest control) £54.00, Bonline £208.80.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	209.01
	------
	111
	209.01

	

	B Adams
	Precept
	 110.00
	
	
	  110.00


	P Moss
	Precept
	  54.00
	
	
	    54.00

	Bonline
	Precept
	208.80
	
	
	   208.80


Declared Items of Business

None
Correspondence received since the last meeting  -  
· Media Recording – SPCA had advised that any media recording would need to be allowed.  Councillors agreed but any recording should be informed before commencement.
· Mobile Library – see County Councillor’s report.
· Parish Council Forum – Cllr Kelly and Cllr Bardell to attend next meeting on 17th August.  The Chairman encouraged all Councillors to attend at least one of these meetings.
· Sunday Bus Service – Although County Council have stopped funding the Sunday service, the Arriva service on a Sunday will continue to run until September.

Items of Business for the next meeting – None.  
Next meeting –Thursday 17th September 2015  at Maer Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Meeting ended at 10.00pm
