For approval  19/04/2018

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council
Meeting held at Aston  Village Hall on 15th March 2018 at 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair-part), E Stanier, P Betteley (Chair –part), A Mainwaring D Lovatt,  R Chatburn, L Chesterton,  E Sudlow, P Northcott, B Panter

Apologies:    D Lovatt, B Panter
	
Declared Items of Interest  None

Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the meeting held 15th February 2018 approved, proposed  Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr Betteley..

General Planning Matters

· 11/00599/FUL and 11/00601/FUL - Maerfieldgate Farm – no further information had been received and still no response to the letter sent to NBC Planning and copied to the Chief Executive, on 28th September had been received.  

· Naming of Roads – Issue had been brought to attention of Cllr Paul Northcott as further problems had been experienced in Maer.  A request to replace a sign for Bates Lane was also made.  

Planning Policy Review/Neighbourhood Plan 

	The new draft of the Neighbourhod Plan had now been submitted to NBC for comment. Thanks were extended to the Steering Group for all the hard work in putting the Neighbourhood Plan together.

	The Joint Local Plan –  NBC’s Planning Policy Officer, Helen Beech I s due to retire in May.  No information on who will continue in her absence.

Planning Applications received since the last meeting

· 18/00165/FUL – Hill Crest, Minn Bank – Change of se o Agricultural land to proie domestic garden.  Councillors discussed and failed to understand why other similar applications had been successful particularly as these plans wil provide much safer access onto Minn Bank.  No objections had been received from any parishioners.
Planning Decisions of Planning Committee
· 18/00037/OHL - Western Power Distribution - Site Off Newcastle Road Blackbrook Electricity Act 1989: The Overhead Lines (Exemption)(England and Wales) Regulations 2009 - Installation of two singles poles with stay supports and one span of overhead conductor.  Councillors had no objections.  Approved.


Ongoing Planning Applications

· 17/01024/FUL - Land Off Meadow Way Baldwins Gate Newcastle Under Lyme - Demolition of existing buildings, erection of 97 houses access, parking and amenity space (Revised Proposal).  The Pooling arrangements and the mix of houses on this site have changed from the original application, however the issues raised in our original letter remain.  The environmental issues are of great concern and Clerk to prepare a response detailing concerns.
· 16/01101/FUL – Land off Meadow Way, Baldwins Gate - Demolition of existing buildings, erection of 97 houses access, parking and amenity space APPEAL - deadline for submissions 9th March 2018.
· 18/00020/FUL – Four Houses, Maer – Extension to the existing house providing an open plan kitchen and living area at ground floor with master bedroom suite and guest bedroom over a four car garage.  Renovation of existing house including the replacement windows and roof.  Councillors considered this a large extension however as this property is isolated had no objections.
Matters Arising
· Highways Issues/Winter Gritting  - No grit has as yet been forthcoming from the County and neighbouring parishes in same position.
· Newcastle Rural Locality Action Group –  Despite retiring as County/Borough Councillor, David Loades had indicated that he wished to continue as Chairman of the LAP. The new PCSO to the area, Nigel Holditch was introduced.  Oil thefts had been on the increase.  Police have access to Loggerheads Library.  Streetscene can help with local ‘keep tidy’ groups.  A dementia support group is now based at Loggerheads library.  A speed awareness/motorbike project is being investigated with the Safer Roads Partnership which has some funding.
· Community Events  - Aston Village Hall hoping to hold a Bingo evening.  Burst pipe at Maer Village Hall has meant events are on hold but hopefully damage will be repaired shortly.
· HS2 – Clerk had sent letter to HS2 however had been unable to find opportunity to pay £20. Awaiting outcome
· County/Borough Councillor’s Report – Following last meeting, grant of £999 towards defibrillator at Maer had been made into the bank account.  Clerk to arrange purchase.  Further by-laws on dog fouling had been issued by NBC.
· Health Service – Clerk has forwarded relevant emails to Cllrs.  
· Broadband – Cllr Chatburn reported that 46 properties in Aston are affected and Community Fibre Partnership have been approached for help and we are awaiting a quote to upgrade broadband connection in Aston.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Financial Position of the Parish Council	
· Bank Account Update – As no payments had been cashed during the previous month the bank account remains as previous month. 
Precept A/C £    2902.10
Deposit A/C £  10960.10
Payments/Donations – The following payment was agreed, proposed Cllrs Chesterton and seconded by Cllr LovatsecondeCd Fby Cllr Betteley -  Clerk’sMainwaring – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £215.89, B Adams £220.00 Zurich Municipal £435.30.SPCA £165.00. P Moss £60.00.

	
Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	215.89
	------
	111
	215.89

	SPCA
	Precept
	165.00
	
	 
	 165.00

	P Moss
	Precept
	 60.00
	
	
	 60.00

	B Adams
	Precept
	220.00
	
	
	220.00

	Zurich Municipal
	Precept
	435.30
	
	
	435.30



Declared Items of Business/Correspondence.

· Training – Cllr Chesterton to attend new Councillors training at Stafford. 

Items of Business for Next Meeting
· Local Buildings

Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 19th April 2018 at Maer Village Hall 7.30pm 
Meeting ended at 9.30 pm
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